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There being no objection, the Senate

proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, reserving

the right to object—I don’t have any
intention of objecting—what are these
two changes in 33 and 39?

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, Rule
XXXIX is with regard to foreign travel
by Members. Senator BUMPERS will be
going with a Codel and we had to have
special permission for that to occur.

I am very anxious to advise Senator
BYRD regarding Rule XXXIII. The pur-
pose is to provide for a video presen-
tation of Senator BYRD on the oper-
ation of the Senate during orientation.
We think it would be very useful for
our Members who may not be able to
attend orientation, for review later. We
think it would also be useful for stu-
dents of this institution.

Mr. BYRD. I thank the distinguished
majority leader.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the resolution be agreed
to and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 302) was
agreed to as follows:

S. RES. 302
Resolved, That, notwithstanding the provi-

sions of Rule XXXIII, the Senate authorizes
the videotaping of the address by the Sen-
ator from West Virginia (Mr. Byrd) to the in-
coming Senators scheduled to be given in the
Senate Chamber in December 1998.

f

AUTHORIZATION OF RECESS
APPOINTMENTS

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate now proceed to Senate
Resolution 303, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 303) authorizing the

President of the Senate, the President of the
Senate pro tempore, and the Majority and
Minority Leaders to make certain appoint-
ments during the recess of the present ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to and
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 303) was
agreed to as follows:

S. RES. 303
Resolved, That during the recess of the

present session of the Senate, the President
of the Senate, the President of the Senate
pro tempore, the Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate, and the Minority Leader of the Senate
be, and they are hereby, authorized to make
appointments to commissions, committees,
boards, conferences, or interparliamentary
conferences authorized by law, by concurrent
action of the two Houses, or by order of the
Senate.

Mr. LOTT. I might say to Senators
who are in the Chamber, and others
who may be watching, ordinarily much
of this is done at the very last minute
of the session. I thought that some of
it could be done this morning. I
thought we would start our wrap-up
work now. I think that is appropriate.
We get, frankly, more attention, and it
also will help conclude sooner tomor-
row.
f

THANKS OF THE SENATE TO THE
VICE PRESIDENT

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate now proceed to Senate
Resolution 304, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 304) tendering the

thanks of the Senate to the Vice President
for the courteous, dignified, and impartial
manner in which he has presided over the de-
liberations of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to and
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 304) was
agreed to as follows:

S. RES. 304
Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are

hereby tendered to the Honorable Al Gore,
Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate, for the courteous,
dignified, and impartial manner in which he
has presided over its deliberations during the
second session of the One Hundred Fifth Con-
gress.

f

THANKS OF THE SENATE TO THE
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to Senate Resolution 305, in-
troduced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 305) tendering the

thanks of the Senate to the President pro
tempore for the courteous, dignified, and im-
partial manner in which he has presided over
the deliberations of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 305) was
agreed to as follows:

S. RES. 305

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are
hereby tendered to the Honorable Strom
Thurmond, President pro tempore of the
Senate, for the courteous, dignified, and im-
partial manner in which he has presided over
its deliberations during the second session of
the One Hundred Fifth Congress.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I want to
add one note. I have never seen a more
diligent Senator than Senator THUR-
MOND has been in opening the Senate.
He and Senator BYRD are living insti-
tutions. They have reverence for this
institution. Many times, Senator
THURMOND had been up late, had com-
mittee hearings, had been involved in
moving the Thurmond bill, which was
the armed services authorization bill,
and had worked well into the night for
a year. But when the Senate would
open at 8:30, 9 o’clock, or 9:30, he was in
the Chair and always very kind to our
Chaplain. That exemplifies what the
Senate should really be like. So I add
my special appreciation to the Presi-
dent pro tempore.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MACK). Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business not to extend be-
yond the hour of 1 p.m., with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 5
minutes each.

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I assume
we remain in morning business until 1
o’clock; is that correct?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That’s
correct.
f

AGRICULTURAL CRISIS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, we have
just heard the Republican majority
leader outline in brief the negotiations
between the White House and the Con-
gress as it relates to a final package of
fiscal affairs for this Government for
the coming year.

Over the course of the last several
days, I have had the opportunity to at-
tend a variety of those negotiations,
and on occasion, based on my certain
areas of knowledge, to be consulted as
to what directions we might head.

I thought for a few moments this
morning I would discuss briefly the ag-
ricultural package, because it is one of
those major areas of concern and dis-
pute for a period of time up until late
last evening—that, of course, and the
educational package that most of our
colleagues are now becoming aware of.
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